
 

Macedonian Generosity 

Philippians 
 

Acts 16:15 

11 So, setting sail from Troas … 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading 

city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony … 14 One who heard us 

was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, 

who was a worshiper of God … 15 And after she was baptized, and her household 

as well, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 

come to my house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. 

Supported first by 

Lydia in Philippi 

during Paul’s 

second missionary 

journey 

Phil. 4:16 

14 Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15 And you Philippians yourselves 

know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church 

entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. 
16 Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and again 

Then again in 

Thessalonica 

2 Cor. 11:9 

7 Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself so that you [Corinthians] might be 

exalted, because I preached God’s gospel to you free of charge? 8 I robbed other 

churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you. 9 And when I 

was with you and was in need, I did not burden anyone, for the brothers who 

came from Macedonia supplied my need. 

And in Corinth 

2 Cor. 8:1-4 

1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given 

among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their 

abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 

generosity on their part. 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, 

and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly for the favor 

of taking part in the relief of the saints 

Macedonian 

generosity became 

an example for 

others collecting 

for the poor saints 

in Judea 

Rom. 15:25-27 

25 At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26 For 

Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the 

poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased to do it, and indeed 

they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual 

blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. 

Phil. 1:3-5 

3 I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine 

for you all making my prayer with joy, 5 because of your partnership in the 

gospel from the first day until now. 

Philippian 

partnership with 

Paul continued into 

his Roman 

imprisonment, 

sending their love 

gift through 

Epaphroditus 

Phil. 2:25, 30 

25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and fellow 

worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger and minister to my need … 29 So 

receive him in the Lord with all joy, and honor such men, 30 for he nearly died for 

the work of Christ, risking his life to complete what was lacking in your service 

to me. 

Phil. 4:10-14, 

17-19 

10 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern 

for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity … 14 Yet 

it was kind of you to share my trouble … 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the 

fruit that increases to your credit. 18 I have received full payment, and more. I am 

well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant 

offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply 

every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 
 


